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A father remembers;

a stranger never

Forty years ago,
Richard H. Johnson
died in the jungles of
Vietham. The former

Town of Butler soldier
is still remembered by
an MIA/POW bracelet
worn by a Philadelphia
woman with a strange
connection.

“It was somewhere in the DMZ. They
never recovered his body. The trees are
so big now they said the trees probably
grew right over him,” recalled Paul
Johnson, from his home on Van Vleck
Road in the Town of Butler.

It has been 40 years since Paul and
Marie Johnson received the notification
that their son, Richard H. Johnson had
fallen in that far away war in Vietnam.
Today, a large picture of Richard is
mounted on a wall, an America flag
mounted next to it in the Johnson home.

Close to 1600 miles away and 16
years ago, Trish Ferrari had a friend who
was a Marine, who offered to get her a
Vietnam Veterans’ MIA/POW bracelet.
She had requested one from the upstate,
New York area, since Trish had grown up
in Binghamton, New York. “He ordered
it and soon after that I started dating a
gentleman from Houston (incidentally,
we met on Veteran’s Day). A month or so
passed and I got a
call from my friend
that a bracelet had
arrived. I asked him
to read the name...He |
said it's "Richard H.
Johnson". I asked
again, and he repeat- §
ed it. 1 asked one
more time and this
time he lost
patience... “I told
you it's Richard H.
Johnson, what is
your problem?”

“It took me a
minute to explain, as
I thought he was jok- ¢
ing, because the gen-
tleman 1 had just
started dating was,
indeed, Richard
Johnson. (although
he was a Richard L.
Johnson). . . it still
gives me chills every
time 1 tell the story,”
said Trish. “Anyway, I have worn the
bracelet every day since then, even at my
wedding (Veteran’s Day 1994) when I
became Mrs. Richard Johnson,” she
added. Trish did some research on the
name on the bracelet and discovered
Richard H. Johnson disappeared in
South Vietnam on July 29th, 1967. “I
thought there may be family of his still
in Wolcott and if so, I wanted them to
know that Richard is not forgotten and is

Trish and Richard L. Johnson,
pictured with the MIA/POW
bracelet she has worn for
the past 16 years.

forgot

Richard H. Johnson |

recognized and thought of every day, and
I am honored to wear his name,” said
Trish in a letter to the Zimes.

After two weeks of inquiry and
numerous phone calls, and the help of
Wolcott Supervisor Kim Park, it was
learned that Richard was the son of Paul
and the late Marie Johnson, who passed
away in 2001.

As Paul read the letter Trish had sent,
his breathing became deeper, a tear
flowed down his cheek. He recalled how
the Marine Corps kept in touch with the
family every three months, then every
six months while his son was still con-
sidered missing “They finally said they
would never find his

.| body”
% Even though
.| Richard’s  brother

Dan, was just a small
child when news of
his older brother
arrived, he too
became a Marine and
served his country in
a different time, with
a tour in Japan.

“I know this coun-
try has a lot of prob-
lems,” said Paul with
8 difficulty, “but the

5 U.S. is still the best
place,” said the now
85 year-old, former
dairy and  fruit
farmer. Paul also
served as the Butler
Town Justice for 15
years, the Butler
Town Clerk for 5
years and on the
Butler Town Board

43

for 20 years.

Richard wanted to return home to the
farm, according to his Dad. Years later
Paul told his youngest son to move on
and get away from farming. Dan entered
the aeronautics repair field and currently
resides near Little Rock, Arkansas.

Richard H. Johnson lives on in the
hearts of his family and on the wrist of
Trish Ferrari-Johnson, currently residing
just outside Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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accident in Medina. -

He was ejected from the
machine and hit a guard rail
head-on. It was fortunate that
he wearing a helmet, or else
the outcome would have been |
even more severe. He was
unresponsive at the scene, |
and was Mercy Flighted to
Strong Memorial Hospital,
where he spent two weeks in
the Intensive Care Unit.

Nicholas was on a respira-
tor for most of the time, and |
had surgery to fuse his bro-
ken neck and crushed verte-
brae. The nature of the acci-
dent compressed/crushed the
base of his spinal column,
and he is now paralyzed from
the waist down. He was
flown to the Shepherd Center
in Atlanta, Georgia, on Nov.
26th, and he will be there
until at least the end of
January. Shepherd is a
nationally acclaimed spinal
cord/brain injury rehabilita-
tion hospital, specializing in
adolescent care.

Nicholas went to school in
Marion through 4th grade,
and his mother (Holly Deyo,
Monica & Arney's oldest
daughter) still lives in
Marion.

Friends of Nicholas &
Holly have organized a Ziti
Dinner Fundraiser to help |
Holly with the many expens- |
es she faces now, as well as in |

S Lt S

ATV Accident Leaves Former Marion Teen
Paralyzed; Fundraiser Set for January

The Times recently learned that Monica Deyo, former Supervisor in the Town of]
Marion, has suffered a tragedy in her family’s life. On Nov. 11th, Monica and Arney
Deyo’s 17-year-old grandson, Nicholas Newman, was critically injured in an ATV

the future. Her immediate
needs have been her travel
expenses to Georgia, and

ly reduced.

around sports.

donation.

Nicholas Newman spent two weeks in intensive care
with a broken neck and crushed vertebrae

since she has been unable to work steadily at her job, her paycheck has been great-

So much of the adaptive equipment is not fully covered - if covered at all - by
insurance, and Nicholas is going to need a great deal of care and equipment for the
rest of his life. The doctors at Strong and Shepherd stated that, at this time, medical-
ly, Nicholas will never walk again, and this is a crushing blow to a young man who
was once a star soccer & lacrosse player on his teams. His whole life was wrapped

The Fundraiser dinner will be held at the Marion High School cafeteria on
January 14th, from 4:30 - 7:00; adults $6.00; children under 12 $4.00.

Many unique gift baskets will also be available for raffle prizes at the event.
Tickets are available at the high school & elementary school offices, the Marion
Town Hall, the dental offices of Dr. Thomas Stevens, as well as from any family
member or organizer Steve Kuhn. Checks may be made out to Steve if making a

Times Nature Series
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Something t
crow about

Crows are everywhere. Sometimes
they re alone, sometimes they re in
flocks of hundreds, and come early
spring, they migrate by the
thousands along the shore of
Lake Ontario.

see page 15

The attack and
‘hi-Jinks’ of the
intoxicant

Stealing a Ho Ho, and
not the real Ho Ho, the
generic ones!

It was the ice that
made him slip
Head Scratchers on page 7
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